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Phackogl agha from Soon
Peter Eisenman's stadium design for the Arizona Cardinals of the National Football League has a facade of shimmering aluminum panels and a field that can slide in and out of the arena as needed.

Now Taking the Field: Bold Stadium Designs

By CHRISTOPHER HAWTHORNE

E 70-vear-old New York architect Peter Elsenman has spent
mast of his carecrongaging in rarefied debates about dasign
theory and producing a small group of complex buildings to
match. Bul the design e may become most famous for is a

football siadium in Arizona, filling a plot of land where alfalfa used to
grow.

Mr. Eisenman, a diehard football fan who has held New York
Giants season tickets since 1957, unveiled the latesl version of his
stadium rg,r the Mutional Foolball League's Arizona Cardinals at a
press coni.rence In March. The stadium is set 10 open In Glendale,
about 10 miles from downtown Phoenix, in 2006 and will hold concerts
and conventions as well as football games. Sectioned like a barrel
cactus or a grapefruit, it has a facade made of huge shimmering steel
prnels and is topped by a steel-and-fabric retractable roof, Also mobile,
remarkably enough, is the field itself: it will sit in the sunshine just
outside the stadium and then, on game days, slide inside like a rug on a
conveyor bell.

Mr. Eisenman told reporters that the project, which he is working
on with the hugely successful Kansas City firm H.OK. Sport + Venue +

New sports stadlums have generally been
s_tgld and faux-historical. So will fans
embrace an architectural tr o left field?

Event, will be “a s, 5 dium™ and ** hing not only (o play
ball in, bul also to bring people to the area to visit."” The notion of
combining architectural celebrity and high-design fireworks to attract
visitors s commonplace now in the planning of everything [rom

to Prada iq But in stad| design the notion is new.
Given that the Cardinals have had just one winning season since moving
to Arizona in 1988 — and routinely draw far fewer fans than the NF.L
average — maybe it's a gamblt worth trying.

Mr. Eisenman's design is among a group of forthcoming projects
promising to shake up the stald, risk-averse realm of American
stadium architecture, For more than a decade, what's new in spori
design has been what's old — or at least old d. This is fall
true for the dozen major league baseball stadiums that have opened
since 1992, Their architectural formula has been simple and depend-
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